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GERMAN RESEARCH CENTER DEPLOYS FORCE10 NETWORKS IN ONE OF EUROPE’S 

LARGEST SUPERCOMPUTERS 
 

 
SAN JOSE, Calif., November 6, 2007 – Force10 Networks®, the pioneer in building and securing 

reliable networks, today announced that Forschungszentrum Jülich has deployed the TeraScale 

E-Series® family of switch/routers in its newest supercomputer, which is primed to become the 

largest in Europe.  The Force10 TeraScale E-Series is part of Forschungszentrum Jülich’s 

newest IBM BlueGene supercomputer. 

 

“With our new BlueGene supercomputer, we are providing scientists throughout Europe with 

leading edge computing capabilities for computer simulations in a wide range of scientific areas," 

said Professor Dr. Dr. Lippert, head of the Forschungszentrum Jülich.  “The Force10 E-Series 

switch can very efficiently support the 208 Ten Gigabit Ethernet ports we require to run the 

supercomputer and connect to our other systems.” 

 

The Force10 TeraScale E1200 delivers the reliability and scalability that are crucial to ensuring 

the effectiveness of Forschungszentrum Jülich’s supercomputer.  With support for 224 Ten 

Gigabit Ethernet ports in a single chassis, the Force10 TeraScale E1200 provides the density 

required to interconnect the supercomputer’s 152 nodes as well as to connect to the research 

facility’s storage network and existing supercomputer.   

 

IBM’s BlueGene supercomputer is designed to deliver efficiencies in power and cooling through 

aggressive power management.  The Force10 TeraScale E-Series further contributes to these 

efficiencies by reducing the number of systems required to support the 208 Ten Gigabit Ethernet 

ports that Forschungszentrum Jülich is utilizing within the supercomputer.  The final configuration 

will include 65,000 processors and have a computing power of 220 trillion arithmetic operations 

per second.   

 



 

“Advancing research in sciences and medicine requires high performance machines like the 

BlueGene supercomputer,” said Stephen Garrison, vice president of marketing at Force10 

Networks.  “The Force10 TeraScale E-Series found an early home in the research and education 

space by delivering the reliability and predictability that are essential in high performance 

computing and provides a complementary addition to the BlueGene solution.” 

 

Forschungszentrum Jülich and its 4,400 staff members dedicate themselves to exploring topics 

that are of current relevance in one of the largest research institutions in Europe.  In 

Forschungszentrum Jülich, scientists from the disciplines of physics, chemistry, biology, medicine 

and the engineering sciences base their close cooperation on the key competencies of physics 

and scientific computing.  They devote themselves to social challenges in the fields of health, 

information, the environment and energy, and the work comprises both long-term contributions to 

basic research in science and technology, as well as concrete technological applications for 

industry. 

 

About Force10 Networks 

Force10 Networks is a pioneer in building and securing reliable, high performance networks.  
With its no compromise approach to networking and advances in high density Gigabit and 10 
Gigabit Ethernet switching, routing and security, Force10 delivers the innovative technologies that 
allow customers to transform their networks into strategic assets at the lowest total cost of 
ownership. For additional information, please visit www.force10networks.com. 
 

# # # 
 
Force10 Networks and E-Series are registered trademarks, and C-Series, P-Series, S-Series, 
TeraScale and FTOS are trademarks of Force10 Networks, Inc.  All other company names are 
trademarks of their respective holders. 
 
 


